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t h e
C H A I R M A N ' S

B I T

by  T o n y  M o r t o n
Somewhat s u rp r is e d  a t  winning the 

chairm anship co n siderin g  th e  re la t iv e  success  
of 1991, I took on th e  job only to  be put in 
ea rly  w ith  a 's p e c ia l ' m eeting. I could c a l l  
th is  th e  year o f th e  s p e c ia l m eeting. For my 
f i r s t  m eeting as  chairm an th e re  was GREG 
BEAR, who a c tu a lly  asked to  come to  see  us, 
th is  was followed by th e  re g u la r  m eeting w ith 
JOHN BRUNNER (hosted  by C hris Morgan), th e re  
were a lso  s p e c ia ls  in  May -  TERRY PRATCHETT, 
and Septem ber -  KIM STANLEY ROBINSON. Not 
bad re a l ly  g e t t in g  15 m eetings in one year 

includ ing  the AGM and C hristm as Party). An 
in te re s t in g  mix th ro u gh ou t th e  year provided 
me w ith p len ty  to  re se a rc h  and hopefully  

variety fo r  the Group.
Okay I d id n 't g e t too  many m eetings to  

run "on time" -  u n le s s  you use the B ritish  
Rail in te rp re ta t io n , in  which case ALL 
m eetings s ta r te d  "on time".

Throughout th e  year I have no ticed  one 
or two th in g s  I f e e l  need changing, fo r th is  
purpose (and h op efu lly  to  improve th e  BSFG) I 
am making two p ro po sa ls : F ir s t ly  an 
amendment to  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  to  make the 
Reviews E d ito r a 'f u l l '  member o f the 
Committee -  I w ill g iv e  my reasons fo r th is  
a t the  AGM ; and secondly, to  in troduce a 
"young person" membership (14-18 year o lds) 
to widen th e  Group's base.

There have been one o r two unh elp fu l 
su g g e s tio n s  th ro u gh ou t th e  year, but m ostly 
co n s tru c tiv e  p ro p o sa ls  have made i t  (fo r me) 
an e v e n tfu l year. And yes, on th e  s tre n g th  of 
th a t -  and th e  arm tw is tin g , I in tend  to  
s tan d  ag a in  fo r r e - e le c t io n  as  Chairman fo r 
1993.

1992 began by my handing over to  Chris 
Morgan fo r  th e  JOHN BRUNNER m eeting and 
s tra n g e ly  ended w ith  me doing ex ac tly  th e  
same th in g  a t th e  November d ebate  (which of 
course we won), funny how th e se  th in g s happen 
-  and thanks C hris fo r your help and fo r 
making my l i f e  a l i t t l e  e a s ie r !

C onsidering th e  on-go ing  re ce ss io n  and 
people 's  economic s i tu a t io n , a su rp r is in g ly  
good year -  enough people came to  each 
m eeting to  allow  us to  a t  le a s t  break even on

co s ts . Hopefully th is  was due to  members 
sp read ing  the word, our P u b lic ity  O ffice r (Al  
Johnston -  re t ir e d )  doing s te r l in g  work p r io r  
to  h is  move to  Newcastle (thanks Al  you've 
been m issed) and th e  r e s t  o f th e  Committee 
help ing  out since,

I must thank th e  Committee fo r th e i r  
work during  the year, they 've a l l  worked hard  
and w ell, and th e  b ra insto rm in g  se ss io n s  
during  the Committee m eetings had to  be 
experienced to  be believed  I Thanks fo r a l l  
your e f f o r t s  Bernie, M artin, Richard, Helena, 
Mick and, of course, Carol -  who has to  put 
up w ith me anyway!

Richard Standage 

- T reasurer

I f  I am re -e le c te d  as  T reasu er fo r  a 
fu r th e r  year, I w ill endeavour to  m aintain  th e  
repaym ents on my Porche and Spanish v illa . I 
w ill a lso  be able to  meet a l l  my p a te rn ity  
s u i t s  and commence some r a th e r  tem pting o f f ­
sho re  investm ents th a t my broker has been 
recommending recen tly . Oh yeah, and I might 
ju s t  do the BSFG accounts.

The co n ten ts  of th is  is su e  a re  copyright
1993 th e  BSFG, on behalf of th e  c o n trib u to rs , 
to  whom a l l  r ig h ts  re v e rt on pub lica tio n ,

Personal opinions ex pressed  in th is  
p u b lica tio n  do not n e c e ssa r ily  r e f le c t  th o se  
of th e  committee o r th e  membership of th e  
Birmingham Science F ic tio n  Group,

A ll te x t by M artin Tudor except where 
s ta te d  o therw ise . This p u b lica tio n  was 
p rin te d  on the WAVE photocopier. Many thanks 
th is  is su e  to  STAN ELING fo r h is  puzzle, CHRIS 
MORGAN, ROB WHITMORE, MOHAMMED TARIQ, BERNIE 
EVANS, STEVE JONES & STEPHEN BILLINGS fo r 
having a go a t the puzzle. Thanks a lso  to  
BERNIE EVANS fo r typing th e  Book Reviews, a l l  
of our review ers, RICHARD STANDAGE fo r h is  
p latfo rm , TONY MORTON fo r h is  Chairman's b i t ,  
AL JOHNSTON for h is  Phannish F izzicks and 
TONY BERRY fo r the use of h is  sp a re  room.



F O R T H C O M I N G
E V E N T S

22 JANUARY 1993: TOM HOLT, au th o r of th e  
comic fa n ta s ie s  EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER, 
WHO’S  AFRAID OF BEOWULF ?, FLYING DUTCH, YE 
GODS! and OVERTIME, w ill be speaking to  th e  
BSFG a t the White Lion, 7.4-5 fo r 8pm.
23 JANUARY 1993: TOM HOLT w ill be sign in g  
copies of YE GODS! and OVERTIME a t 
Andromeda, 84 S uffo lk  S tre e t , Birmingham, from 
noon, Call 021 643 1999 fo r d e ta i l s  o f th is  
and o th er sign in g  sess io n s,
23 JANUARY -  6 FEBRUARY 1993: DRACULA IS  
UNDEAD AND WELL AND LIVING IN PURFLEET by
C harles McKeown, "Gothic humour, vam pire b a ts , 
blood, b e a u tifu l young g ir l s !  W ill Count 
Dracula triumph? Will th e  lovely Mina escape 
h is  c lu tch es?  Or is  i t  a lread y  too  la te ?"  
C rescent T heatre, Cumberland S tre e t , Brindley 
Place, Birmingham. C all (021) 643 5858 fo r 
fu r th e r  d e ta ils .
28 JANUARY 1993: ANNE RICE w ill be sign in g  
copies of THE TALE OF THE BODY THIEF, fo u rth  
in  the Vampire L es ta t s e r ie s  a t Andromeda, 84 
S uffo lk  S tre e t , Birmingham, from 11,30am, C all 
021 643 1999 fo r d e ta i l s  o f th is  and o th e r 
s ign in g  sess io n s.
26-28 MARCH 1993: TREK DWARF. Combined STAR 
TREK /  RED DWARF con. NOTE: change o f date . 
The venue is  th e  Holiday Inn, L e ic es te r. GOHs 
(s tc): Mike Okuda, Richard Arnold, Guy 
Vardaman, Mike Butcher, Adrian R ig lesfo rd . 
Membership lim it of 500, W rite to  47 
Marsham, Orton Goldhay, Peterborough, PE2 5RN.
8-12  APRIL 1993: HELICON 93. 44th  B ritish  
n a tio n a l s f  con, combined w ith th e  1993 
Eurocon. Hotel de France, St H elier, Jersey . 
GoHs: John Brunner, George R R M artin. FGoH: 
Larry van der P u tte . A ttending £28.00, 
Supporting and ch ild re n 's  a tte n d in g  (age 8-14  
y ears) both £14.00. C ontact: 63 Drake Road, 
Chessington, Surrey, KT9 1LQ.
16-18 APR 1993: SMOFCON 10. F ir s t  non-US 
venue fo r th is  annual relaxcon. Same s i t e  
and con tact add ress  as Helicon, l i s te d  above.
19-24 APRIL 1993: RETURN TO THE FORBIDDEN 
PLANET w ill be showing a t  th e  Grand T heatre , 
Wolverhampton. I f  you a re  in te re s te d  in  
see ing  th is  p roduction  in  th e  company of

o th e r  BSFG members p le a se  co n tac t MARTIN 
TUDOR, 845 Alum Rock Road, Birmingham, B8 
2AG, by S aturday 23 JANUARY AT THE LATEST! 
He needs to  know which d a te  you would p re fe r , 
and i f  th e re  is  s u f f ic ie n t  in te r e s t  w il l  make 
a block booking fo r  th e  most convenient d a te .
28-31 MAY 1993: MEXICON V. "S tra ig h t"  
sc ience  f ic tio n  con. St N icholas Hotel, 
Scarborough. Contact: B ernie Evans, 121 Cape 
H ill, Smethwick, Warley, B66 4SH.
5 -7  NOVEMBER 1993: NOVACON 23 th e  Brum 
Group's own s f  con, h op efu lly  a t th e  Royal 
Angus h o te l in th e  c ity  cen tre . GoH Stephen 
Baxter. A ttending membership co s ts  £20 u n t i l  
E as te r 1993, then  £25 u n t i l  1st O ctober and 
£30 on the  door. Supporting  membership is  £8.00 
(p lease  note th a t th is  w ill NOT au to m atica lly  
re se rv e  an a tte n d in g  p lace, but i t  WILL en su re  
re c e ip t o f a l l  of the conven tio n 's  p u b lica tio n s  
and e n t i t l e  you to  v o te  in the Novas). 
Although th e  h o te l has agreed  to  in c rea se  the 
membership ce ilin g  from 300 to  350 people the 
committee ad v ises  you to  r e g i s te r  ea rly , as 
they w ill i f  n ecessary  tu rn  people away on 
the door. F u rth er d e ta i l s  from Bernie Evans, 
121 Cape H ill, Smethwick, Warley, West 
Midlands, B66 4SH (te l: 021-558-0997).
1-4 APRIL 1994: SOU'WESTER. 45th UK n a tio n a l 
s f  con. Adelphi Hotel, L iverpool. GoHs: Diane 
Duane, Neil Gaiman, B arbara Hambly, P e te r 
Morwood, A ttending £20,00 (£18.00 d iscoun t 
fo r p re -su p p o rtin g  members). W rite to  West 
Shrubbery, Redland, B ris to l, BS6 6SZ.

C A P T I O N

C O M P E T I T I O N

Amongst a l l  th e  p ile s  o f bumpf enclosed  
w ith your n e w sle t te r  th is  month you w il l  find  
a p ic tu re  of Dr Jack Cohen. If  you can th ink  
of a s u i ta b le  cap tion  to  go w ith th is  p ic tu re  
p lease  w rite  i t  in CAPITAL LETTERS in  the 
space provided, w rite  your name and ad d ress  
on th e  p ic tu re  and send i t  to : M artin Tudor, 
845 Alum Rock Road, Ward End, Birmingham, B8 
2AG, o r pass i t  to  him a t one of the m eetings 
th is  month. C losing d a te  is  the 3 1 s t of 
January  1993. Jack 's  co lleagu e, Ian S tew art, 
has agreed to  judge th e  cap tio n s  and we hope 
to  announce th e  w inner in  next months 
n ew sle tte r .



STANDING ORDERS FOR GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE BIRMINGHAM SCIENCE FICTION GROUP

1. The meeting shall be chaired by the Legal Officer or his appointed deputy.
2. The word 'Chairman' in these Standing Orders shall refer to the Chairman of the 
meeting, not the Chairman of the Group.
3. All motions shall have speeches for and against until it is deemed by the 
Chairman that there has been proper debate, at which time there shall be a vote of 
members present.
4. An amendment to a motion should be proposed before the speeches on the 
motion concerned, but may be proposed at any time before the vote at the discretion of 
the Chairman . There will be one speech for the amendment and one speech against, 
followed by a vote of members present on the acceptance of the amendment into the 
motion.

5. All candidates for committee posts shall have an opportunity of addressing the 
meeting before a vote is taken, at the discretion of the Chairman.

6. Questions may be directed to the speaker at the end of his speech, at the 
discretion of the Chairman, through the Chair.
7. The Chairman may rule the meeting closed at any time, at his discretion, any 
business remaining will be deferred to the next appropriate meeting, the date of which 
to be arranged by the committee.
8. A challenge to a ruling of the Chairman may be made by any member and will 
take precedence over all other business. There will be one speech for the ruling by the 
Chairman , and one against by the challenger, followed by a vote of members present.
9. The Chairman may place a time limit on any speeches, including those by 
nominated candidates.
10. The order of precedence of motions is:

1) A challenge to a ruling of the Chairman.
2) Amendment to a motion.
3) The business in hand.



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
BIRMINGHAM SCIENCE FICTION GROUP 

AGENDA: 15TH JANUARY 1993
MEETING TO BE CHAIRED BY TIM STANNARD, GROUP LEGAL OFFICER

1. Adoption of last year’s AGM Minutes (Proposer & Seconder required)
2. Group Chairman's Opening Remarks.
3. Group Treasurer's Report.
4. Group Publicity Officer's Report.
5. Novacon 22 Representative's Report.
6. Adoption of reports (Items 3-5 above). Proposers & Seconders required).
7. The 1992 Committee will stand down.
8. Proposed amendment to paragraph 3 of the constitution as follows:Delete "and not more than two Ordinary Committee Members" and insert "the Reviews Editor, and not more than one Ordinary Committee Member".

Amended paragraph to read as follows:
"3. THE GROUP will consist of the elected Committee, the Chairman of Novacon, the Legal Officer and the Ordinary Members. The Committee will consist of the Chairman, the Treasurer, the Secretary, the Publicity/Recruitment Officer, the Newsletter Editor, the Reviews Editor, and not more than one Ordinary Committee Members, who shall be elected at the AGM."
The remainder of paragraph is unaltered.
To follow this paragraph 4 to be amended to read as follows:"4. THE OFFICE of Treasurer and Secretary may be held by one member of the Group, the Office of Newsletter Editor and Reviews Editor may be held by one member of the Group, at the Committee's discretion."

9. Election of Group Chairman (Tony Morton stands for re-election).
10. Election of Committee Members:a} Secretary (Helena Bowles stands unopposed),m Treasurer (Richard Standage stands for re-election),c) Newsletter Editor (Martin Tudor stands for re-election),m Publicity Officer (No Nominations).e) Ordinary Members (2) (Mick & Bernie Evans stand for re-election).
11. Confirmation of Novacon 23 Chair - Carol Morton has been appointed to this post by the

1992 Committee.
12. Appointment of Legal Officer.
13. Any Other Business.
14. Vote of Thanks to Our Presidents.
15. The 1993 Annual General Meeting will be concluded.



PHANNISH FIZZICKS
by AI Johnston

Politically Correct Language, or to be more accurate "Culturally Sensitive Terminology" has taken a firm grip on the Arts Faculties of the World’s Universities. You may have thought that the Sciences would be more resistant to this. Unfortunately you have achieved a deficiency in your cerebro- cogitative processes regarding this conclusion.
In fact ("existential exactitude") Science has, in many ways, been at the forefront of sensitivity on this issue. An early attempt was in Chemistry. Helium, neon, argon, xenon and krypton were once collectively known as the inert gases. Unfortunately "inert" has connotations of inferiority so the term was exchanged for "Noble gases". Sadly this is now realized to have insensitive feudal/patriarchal/imperialistic associations and to be potentially elitist and pretentious. Henceforward these gases will be described as valently inconvenienced.
In culturally sensitive terms the suffix "-on” is used as an ambigenic/non gender-specific ending for job titles or roles. Examples include "Waitron", "Laundron", ’S orceron" and "Seductron" to name but a few. High-energy physicists ("Squanderers of precious resources pursuing esoteric knowledge-base enhancement") have realized that this raises the cognitive uncertainty potential of their subject beyond any acceptable threshold; protons and gluons etc are confusing enough as it is. As a result many have attained an enhanced existence satisfaction deficiency level so as to cause them to utilise monopedal oscillatory locomotion. They have had to invent new names and have gone for a simple approach; readily grasped by the most cerebrally challenged. In future all sub- nuclear particles will be known by a single term, differentiated only by size ( degree of dimensional challenge"). The new term is: Sub-NanOmetric sized Wave/particle FLuctuations that we All Know Exist Somewhere, Snowflakes for verbally contractualised convenience. So, from now on, electrons are very dimensionally challenged Snowflakes and quarks are extremely dimensionally inconvenienced Snowflakes. High-energy physics has been abandoned in Siberia, due to a seriously advanced terminological indeterminacy condition.
Sadly I have now attained a high cortical neurone overutilisation plateau that would be enjoyable to a differently pleasured individual. I must therefore terminate this article. Before I go a competition: ethically sound individuals may like to attempt to discover the remaining examples of culturally insensitive terminology in the article. There will of course be no prize, as this would be offensive to the competitively marginalised. A translation of this article is available for the cranially atmospheric.

STAN ELING'S FESTIVE PUZZLE: THE SOLUTION

NAME OCCUPATION HOME PLANET PASSTIME
Fred Cortes Pianist Zoon Eats J-Fish
Bill Cooper Teddybear Maker Boist Reads Joyce
Roy Dijon Space Pirate Uleeda Drinks Pyr
Tom Collie Bookseller Earth Flies Kites
Joan Cook Biologist Yikon Reads Twain

The 6 correct answers we received by the deadline of the 1st of January
1993 will go "into a hat" at the AGM and the winner will receive a 
glorious Andromeda Bookshop token.



Book 
Reviews

EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER 
WHO'S AFRAID OF BEOWULF 
FLYING DUTCH by Tom Holt 
O rbit, £4.50 each, p /bs

Reviewed by M artin Tudor,
The ex ce llen t Josh Kirby covers on th ese  

books c le a rly  in d ica te  to  p o te n tia l  re a d e rs  
th a t  contained w ith in  are  comic ad v en tu re s  in 
th e  ' t r a d i t io n ' o f P ra tc h e tt (and i f  p h rases  
l ik e  th a t don 't make Terry fe e l  h is  age I 
d o n 't  know what w ill...).

Although you probably won't g e t q u ite  
as many laughs per lin e  in th ese  books a s  you 
would in  v in tag e  P ra tc h e tt, you won't be 
d isappo in ted . Holt s p e c ia lis e s  in w onderful, 
i r re v e re n t , tre a tm e n ts  of legendary  an d /o r 
h is to r ic a l  fig u re s . From the e n ti re  c a s t of 
Wagner's Ring Cycle, to  Hrolf E a r th s ta r  and 
the tw elve g re a te s t  Viking h eroes o f th e  
e ig h th  cen tury  to  th e  tra g ic  Flying Dutchman 
and h is  o d o ro u s  crew.

All th re e  of th ese  novels a re  packed 
f u l l  o f laughs, I h ighly  recommend them, and 
I'm su re  th a t H olt's  la te s t  two, YE GODS! and 
OVERTIME, a re  eq u ally  as funny, u n fo r tu n a te ly  
as th is  n e w sle tte r  went to  p re ss  they w eren 't 
on s a le  and th e  p u b lish er, O rb it, d id n 't supply  
us w ith review  copies. However, they w il l  be 
on s a le  by the tim e you read th is  so  you can 
jo in  me in the ru sh  to  grab copies...

UNCANNY BANQUET ed ited  by Ramsey Campbell 
L i t t le  Brown, 338 pp, £14.99 h/b

Reviewed by C hris Morgan.
Although th is  anthology is  s u b t i t le d  

"Great T ales o f th e  S up erna tu ra l" and co n ta in s  
ten  p ieces, includ ing  a new s to ry  by Campbell, 
i t  must s tan d  or f a l l  as a book by th e  
q u a lity  o f th e  one n o v e l le n g th  ta le  th a t 
occupies h a lf  i t s  bulk. "The Hole in th e  P it" , 
the only piece o f f ic t io n  by Adrian Ross, was 
published as a book in  1914 and sank w ithout 
trace . It is  a su p e rn a tu ra l h o rro r ta le  s e t  
in 1645, d escrib ing  how an e v il  m onster liv in g  
under w ater (and d isc e rn ib le  only by a fo u l 
s tench , tra c e s  of slim e and vague s ig h tin g s  of

g rey  pseudopods) is  woken by so rce ry  and 
k i l l s  o ff lo ts  of people. The 1 7 th -cen tu ry  
s e t t in g  is  very w ell done, but the p lo t is  
s i l l y  and p red ic ta b le  (though fast-m oving) and 
th e  c h a ra c te rs  a re  mere ciph ers  of good or 
ev il . The atm osphere and some p lo t elem ents 
a re  s tr ik in g ly  s im ila r to  the  work o f William 
Hope Hodgson, who was no doubt an in flu en ce  
on Ross, This is  an in te re s t in g  s to ry , r a th e r  
le s s  of a m asterp iece than Campbell would 
have one believe.

By c o n tra s t , the  r e s t  of th e  book 
c o n s is ts  mainly of s u b tle  ghost s to r i e s  a 
decade o r two old and g en era lly  u n fam ilia r . 
Some are  o u tstand in g , e sp ec ia lly  "The Loony" 
by A lison Prince, about the te r r i fy in g  o rd ea l 
o f a g i r l  a t  th e  hands of g h o s ts  and 
o r ig in a lly  wr i t ten for t e e n a g e r s ,  as w ell as  
"Behind the Stumps" by R usse ll Kirk and "The 
H ill and th e  Hole" by F r itz  Leiber, Cam pbell's 
own s to ry  is  a convincing oddity  s e t  in  th e  
o f f ic e s  of a lo ca l newspaper. This is  an 
an tho logy  worth read ing  for the r a r i t y  o f 
most o f i t s  co n ten ts .

THE LOST PRINCE by Bridget Wood 
H eadline, 566 pp, £5.99, p/b

Reviewed by Carol Morton,
The seq ue l to  THE WOLFKING t e l l s  o f 

Ancient Ire lan d  where the magic o f th e  
b ea s t lin e  is  fading, weakening th e  ro y a l lin e  
so  much th a t th e  powers of Dark Ire lan d , in 
th e  g u ise  of the e v il  s o rc e re r  Medoc, have 
overthrow n and ex iled  Graine, th e  High Queen. 
She and h er e x -lo v e r Fergus, to g e th e r  w ith 
th e  ex iled  co u rt, s e t  o ff  to  reg a in  h er th ro n e  
by tak ing  d if fe re n t paths, Graine goes to  
Scathach, th e  c a s t le  where her G rand fa th er 
Cormac was ex iled  and where now a re  rumoured 
to  l iv e  c re a tu re s  w ith pow erful enough magic 
to  d e fe a t Medoc.

Fergus must t r a v e l  to  th e  fu tu re , to  th e  
tim e of the Apocalypse which d e v a s ta te d  
Ire lan d , to  harn ess  th e  power of th e  Apocalypse. 
The only way to  do th is  is  to  s e l l  h is  so u l 
to  th e  Lad of th e  Skins, one of Medoc's m inions, 
in  re tu rn  fo r the power to  c a l l  F a e l-In is , 
whose ch a rio t can tr a v e l  through time. They 
must succeed and re tu rn  b efo re  Medoc 
u n leash es the twelve Dark Lords and d isco v e rs  
th e  h id ing  place of the Lost Prince who, i t  is  
s a id , w ill be the  sav io u r of Ireland.

A very dark, very Gothic novel, ex trem ely  
w ell to ld , with a s to r y - l in e  th a t g r ip s  th e  
im agination  from the f i r s t  page and holds th e  
re a d e r  to  the la s t . B ridget Wood i s  most 
c e r ta in ly  an ex cellen t s to r y te l le r ,  and a new 
ta le n t  to  look out for.



BORDERS OF INFINITY by Lois McMaster Bujold 
Pan, 311 pp, £4,99, p / ’o

Reviewed by Tony Morton,
This com prises th re e  ep isodes re la t in g  

to  M iles Vorkosigan, two as (presum ably) 
fo llow -u p s to  th e  o r ig in a l 1987 t i t l e  fo r 
F re e la n c e rs , Beginning w ith "The M ountains o f 
Mourning", we meet Miles newly passed out 
from th e  Academy, and an in fa n tic id e  which he 
must c le a r  up. The backw ater fo lk  s t i l l  c lin g  
to  th e  old  ways, from befo re th e  p la n e t 's  
b eing  cu t o f f  from E arth 's  aid, and they  re se n t 
in tru s io n . The town speaker fu r th e r  proves 
u nh e lp fu l, leav ing  M iles w ith numerous rid d le s  
to  so lve . A c lev e r p lo t and an in s ig h t in to  
p re ju d ice . Ms Bujold g iv es  us a liv e ly  s to ry  
and w ell worked out scenario .

"Labyrinth" d ea ls  w ith more b rash  events, 
A co rru p t p lan e t, claim ed by i t s  in h a b ita n ts  
to  e x is t  only to  f i l l  a need, p re se n ts  Miles 
w ith  problem s. He must remove a s c ie n t is t ,  
w ithou t h is  em ployers' consent. Again he is  
underm ined when th e  s c ie n t is t  re fu se s  to  
leav e  w ithou t h is  s p e c ia l work, which tu rn s  
o u t to  have been in je c ted  in to  a f ig h tin g  
machine m utant developed on the p lan e t.

The f in a l  ep isode and t i t l e  s to ry  takes  
p lace  on a p rison  world where M iles is  to  
f r e e  a s p e c ia lly  g if te d  leader. Events tu rn  
o u t d if f e re n t ly ,  and Miles ends up a ttem pting  
to  empty th e  g ao l !

W hilst each p lo t is  somewhat s im ila r  to  
th e  o th e rs , each is  p resen ted  in  a v a s tly  
d if f e r e n t  way, making in te re s t in g  reading. 
E sp ec ia lly  in te r e s t in g  is  her choice of hero, 
a  sh o rt b r it t le -b o n e d  hunchback, a f fe c te d  in 
th e  womb by a poison gas a tta c k  on h is  mother. 
He u se s  h is  in te l le c t  to  • win, th e  ty p ica l 
"b ra in s  over brawn" s tan ce . I t works well in 
a  s to ry , but I am le f t  wondering about re a l 
l i f e .  A fte r a l l ,  a la rg e  p art of read ing  is  
th e  b e lie v a b il i ty  o f th e  s to ry  and th e  charac­
t e r s  w ith in  i t .  I t 's  a good yarn, but seems 
to  lack s o m e t h i n g .
THE COLOUR OF HER PANTIES by P ie rs  Anthony 
NEL, 345 pp, £15.99, h/b

Reviewed by William McCabe,
Some o f you w il l only need to  know th is  

i s  Xanth Volume 15 b efo re  you s to p  reading. 
O th ers  won't even b o ther because they 've seen 
th e  t i t l e  and b eliev e  i t 's  s e x is t . This is  a 
p ity . The tr u th  is  th a t th is  is n 't  a t  a l l  bad, 
i t ' s  q u ite  fun re a l ly . Some of you may 
a lre ad y  know of P ie rs  Anthony's sense of 
humour (s l ig h tly  com plicated puns and maybe 
th e  odd e f fe c t  h ere  o r th ere), but I only 
h eard  about i t  from someone when I took the

book, so i t  can 't be th a t w ell known. I t 's  
been a long time s ince  I've  seen puns done so 
o fte n  o r so  w ell ( e ith e r  C arro ll or Muir & 
Norden on the radio), but th a t won't help  i f  
you don 't like  th a t s o r t  o f th ing.

On to  the s to ry . There a re  a c tu a lly  one 
o r two s to r ie s  here , and con siderin g  th is  is  
vol 15, they s tan d  up w ell enough w ithout 
having read  vols 1-14. Three c h a ra c te rs  seem 
to  be l e f t  over from p rev ious books (Jenny 
E lf, Gwendolyn Goblin and Che C entaur) because 
th e i r  o r ig in s  a r e n 't  g iven in  th is  book. 
Another th re e  (Ida Human, Okra O gress and 
Mela Merwoman) a re  obviously  new because you 
g et th e i r  h is to r ie s ,  such as  they a re , here. 
For each s e t  of th re e  you g e t a q uest ( th is  
i s  a fa n ta sy  novel). The f i r s t  th re e  want to  
make Gwenny onto  ch ie f goblin  (who s a id  th is  
was s e x is t  ?), and th e  l a t t e r  th re e  seem p re­
occupied w ith find ing  some more obscure 
d es tin y  fo r  them selves. E verything works out 
around th e  end of the book, although  i t  does 
s l ip  in to  the c losin g  c r e d it s  a b it.

This is n 't  a g re a t book, but i f  you want 
comic fa n ta sy  w ith  a d if f e re n t  sen se  of 
humour th en  you should . con sider i t .  I t 's  a 
p ity  th e  cover is  the  only p a rt o f th e  book 
in E nglish , the r e s t  is  American, w ith "colour" 
s p e lt  "color" th roughout,

HOME LIFE WITH CATS by B rian A ldiss 
G rafton, 64 pp, £6,99, h /b

Reviewed by C hris Morgan.
To dem onstrate h is  v e r s a t i l i ty ,  h e re 's  

som ething com pletely d if f e re n t  from Brian 
A ldiss -  a volume of comic v erse  about ca ts . 
Most o f the th i r ty - f o u r  p ieces  concern c a ts  
he has lived  w ith, o r been owned by. Of 
course, i t ' s  alm ost im possible to  w rite  about 
ca ts  one has known w ithout s e n tim e n ta li ty , 
and A ld iss d oesn 't try . In fa c t he wallows in 
the i r r a t io n a l  behaviour o f c a ts  and in  th e  
d is ru p tiv e  a n tic s  of k i t te n s , becoming very 
soppy in  the p rocess. In shape, th e  v e rse  is  
o fte n  more concerned w ith  rhyme th an  w ith 
rhythm o r lin e  leng th , so  i t  is  what is  known 
as doggerel. (Did A ld iss use th is  form 
d e lib e ra te ly  fo r th e  irony o f i t s  name ?) He 
a lso  shows a penchant fo r  bathos, fre q u e n tly  
descending from th e  sublim e to  th e  t r iv ia l .

There is  co n siderab le  v a rie ty  here , and I 
much enjoyed th e  s a t i r e  o f "The Cat Improvement 
Company", the su rrea lism  o f "A Lion fo r Tea" 
and "How I Swam Out to  Sea w ith My Cat", and 
the sh e e r o r ig in a l i ty  o f "On a F av o u rite  
G oldfish  Drowned in a Bowl o f Cats", And ju s t  
occasion a lly , e sp ec ia lly  in  "The Lost Grave", 
the v e rse  takes f l ig h t and becomes poetry .



BURYING THE SHADOW by Storm C onstantine 
H eadline, 406 pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by Tony Morton,
Since S to k e r 's  undeniably  b r i l l ia n t  in te r ­

p re ta t io n  of th e  o f t to ld  m yth/legend leading 
to  D racula, em phasising t r e  "lone*' q u a li t ie s  of 
th e  vampire s to r ie s  and th e  Vlad myth, i t  has 
taken  alm ost a cen tu ry  fo r someone to  c la r ify  
th e  e th o s  su c c e s sfu lly .

Storm C on stan tine looks at the vampire 
legend and, ra th e r  than  re -d e f in e  the ac tio n s  
of a lone e n t i ty  or renegade, she develops a 
people (the Eolim), she c re a te s , evolves and 
u rb an ise s  them in to  an o th e r 's  upper so c ie ty , 
a s  a r t is a n s . She does a l l  th is  superb ly  and 
in  an en ligh tened  way. These a r t is a n s  are  
p ro te c te d  by p a tron  fam ilies , who keep them 
a p a rt from th e  c i t iz e n ry  a t la rg e , w hilst 
p rov id ing  th e  su s ten an ce  which is  exchanged 
fo r  Eolim c u ltu re . T ru ly  revealin g  is  the 
o r ig in  of th e  Eolim, which a lso  provides a 
w ell thought out su b -p lo t, concerning an 
Emperor who re fu se s  to  comply with tr a d it io n  
by s tan d in g  down, in s te a d  ca s tin g  out h is  h e ir  
and h is  f a i th f u l  fo llow ers. There a re  perhaps 
some s u b tle  s f  co n n o ta tio n s  here.

The main s to ry  fo llow s a so u l-sca p e r, 
Rayojini, who has been chosen by two Eolim to  
help  save th e i r  race  from a m ysterious ailm ent 
o f th e  mind. The d ua l s to ry l in e  p rovides 
p len ty  of ac tio n , d e sc rip tio n  and ten s io n  as 
i t  b u ild s  up to  an u nusual ending.

O vera ll a com pelling s to ry , w ell to ld , 
w ell w ri tte n , thoroughly  re search ed  and c lev erly  
out to g e th e r . The c u rre n t vogue fo r th is  
type of "Gothic" s to ry  should a lso  serv e  to  
h ig h lig h t th is  novel. I t  is  a good re-w orking 
o f th e  vampire myths and, though not my usu al 
read , I found i t  a w orthw hile d iversion.

THE FOREVER KING by Holly Cochrane & Warren Murphy 
Millennium, 364 pp, £9.99, c form at, £14.99 h/b 

Reviewed by Carol Morton,
Hal Wocznial, ex-FBI agent, a l c o h o l i c , 

very much down on h is  luck, is  given a t ic k e t 
to  a te le v is io n  show, "Go Fish", by an old man 
he l i t e r a l l y  bumps in to . Hal g e ts  ca lled  upon 
to  tak e  p a r t  in th e  show and, seem ingly by 
tr ic k e ry , wins th e  major p rize , an a l l  expenses 
paid  t r i p  to  London, A rthur B lessing, a te n - 
y ea r old New Yorker, find s a g rey ish -g ree n  
m eta l cup, dropped by th ie v e s  a f te r  a robbery. 
Not long a f te r  th is  he in h e r i ts  a ru ined  c a s t le  
in  England, and so  has h is  p ic tu re  in English 
pap ers , w ith the cup in the background. An 
escaped  lu n a tic  sends h is  "follow ers" to  the 
USA to  find  th e  cup, which proves to  have

h ea lin g  powers when A rth u r's  aunt is  sho t, 
A rthu r and h is  aunt go to  England to  escape 
th e  w ould-be k i l le r s ,  and meet Hal and the old 
man. Coincidence ? No, The old  man is  Merlin, 
th e  lu n a tic  is  Saladin , Hal is  S ir Galahad, th e
cup is  th e  Holy G ra il and A rthur is  .........
Salad in , who o rig in a lly  lo s t th e  G rail, wants 
i t  back and w ill s to p  a t nothing. Hal must 
p ro te c t A rthur,

An unusual s la n t  on th e  A rthurian  
legends, but making A rthur a young American 
boy is  a somewhat novel move. S t i l l ,  i t  is  a 
h igh  ad v en tu re  s to ry , lig h tw e ig h t, but non- 
th e - le s s  e n te r ta in in g .

INTIMATE ARMAGEDDONS ed ite d  by B ill Congreve 
Five Is la n d s  P ress, 144 pp, £5,95 p/bpages

Reviewed by Pauline Morgan.
This is  an an thology o f h o rro r s to r ie s  

by A u s tra lia n  au th o rs , and i t  is  not 
p a r t ic u la r ly  im pressive. I t  is  not d rea d fu l 
e i th e r .  At b es t, i t  can be described  as 
co n ta in ing  eleven  l i t t l e  s to r ie s ,  and very few 
of th e  au th o rs  w il l  be known to  re ad e rs  in 
th e  n o rth e rn  hem isphere.

On th e  whole, th e se  a re  not gory ta le s  
o f h o rro r but a m ix ture o f th e  various faces  
o f th e  genre, "Dem Bones" by Robert Hood is  
s u p e rn a tu ra l h o rro r. I t  t e l l s  of the g r is ly  
revenge a walking sk e le to n  has on the youth 
th a t  dismembered him, "A Sprig  of Aconite" by 
Sue Is le  is  b ille d  as  a s to ry  about her p a ir 
o f psychic d e te c tiv e s . U nfortunate ly  they 
d id n 't g e t in to  th e i r  s t r id e  and d id n 't re a l ly  
do any d e te c tin g  o f any kind. I t  is  more a 
s to ry  o f one man's d e lu sion  th a t th e re  are  
werewolves around. In "They Found The Angry 
Moon" by T erry  Dowling, two sm all time crooks 
g e t th e i r  comeuppance and go to  h e ll. It could 
have been a good s to ry , but i t  was much too 
s h o rt in  len g th  and sh o rt on atm osphere.

The only s to ry  th a t tak es  r e a l  advantage 
o f th e  h e r i ta g e  th a t  A u s tra lia  has is  
“H oliness" by Rosaleen Love, A n es t of d inosaur 
eggs is  unearthed  a t a s i t e  o f s ig n if ic an ce  
to  th e  ab o rig in es . But th e  p lace is  p ro tec ted . 
The d e s p o ile rs  find  th e i r  h e a r ts ' d e s ire s , but 
in  a way they  d on 't expect. Again i t  is  too 
s h o rt. The two road s to r ie s ,  "Going Nowhere" 
by Sean W illiams and "Sirensong" by A G Clarke, 
could ju s t  as  e a s i ly  have been s e t  in America
-  an o th er p lace w ith  long s t r a ig h t  highways 
th a t seem to  go on fo r ever. Probably the 
most pow erfu l s to ry  in th e  book is  "Dream" by 
th e  e d ito r , B ill Congreve, He has taken time 
to  t e l l  i t  a t  i t s  p roper len g th  and ex p lo res 
th e  b o rd e rlin e  between r e a l i ty  and fan tasy .

On th e  whole th ese  a re  the kind of



s to r ie s  th a t you would tend to  find  in th e  
b e t te r  sem i-p ro fe ss io n a l m agazines in the UK 
and USA which a re  th e  breeding grounds of 
p o te n tia l , new ta le n t .  With p erseverance , 
some o f th ese a u th o rs  may be good but most 
a re  not ready yet fo r  th e  big tim e.

THE KING'S BUCCANEER by Raymond E F e is t 
Harper C ollins, 465 pp, £14.99, h /b

Reviewed by C arol Morton,
Set in th e  world o f "The R ift war Saga" 

and ten  years a f t e r  PRINCE OF THE BLOOD, th i s  
t e l l s  o f N icholas, th e  c lu b -fo o te d  youngest 
ch ild  o f Arutha and Anita, N icholas has 
always been d e l ic a te  so  he cannot be sen t, as  
h is  b ro th e rs  Boric and Erland were, to  th e  
border fo r toughening  up in  th e  p eriod ic  
sk irm ishes th ere . In s tea d  he is  s e n t to  be a 
page in h is Uncle M artin 's  co u rt in  Crydee, 
S ho rtly  a f te r  h is  a r r iv a l  Crydee is  a ttack ed , 
th e  c i ty  is  burned, and M artin 's  d au gh te r 
M argaret, along w ith  h er fr ien d  A bigail, w ith  
whom Nicholas is  in  love, a re  kidnapped, as 
a re  some of the  p op u la tio n  o f Crydee.

Nicholas and M artin were on a  hun ting  
t r ip ,  and re tu rn  to  find  th e  town in chaos and 
th e  rem aining populace dem oralised, Nicholas 
and Amos Trask, th e  e x -p ir a te  tu rn ed  Admiral, 
g ive chase, and uncover the tr u e  reason  fo r 
th e  kidnappings. I t  is  in tended  to  send 
d u p lic a te s  back to  Crydee, in fe c te d  w ith a 
v iru le n t plague which w ill decim ate th e  
population , enab ling  th e  S erpent People to  
take co n tro l of th e  L ife sto n e  a t Sethanon, and 
bring  back from limbo th e i r  e v i l  goddess,

"The R iftw ar Saga" s ta r te d  w ith th e  
ex c e llen t MAGICIAN, but then  ta i le d  o ff. 
PRINCE OF THE BLOOD was worse, but th is  is  
more like  MAGICIAN in q u a lity , A te n se  a c tio n  
adven tu re  yarn s e t  on the high se as , a swash­
buckler alm ost, but w ith  dark, e v i l  undertones. 
F e is t can c e r ta in ly  t e l l  a good s to ry  when he 
wants to , and th is  is  one of them.

EURO TEMPS ed by Alex. S tew art & N eil Gaiman 
RoC, 366 pp, £4,99, p /b

Reviewed by Tony Morton.
The fo llow -up to  th e  s u c c e s s fu l TEMPS, 

p resen tin g  th ir te e n  s to r ie s  as  we go in to  
Europe. I was s u rp r is e d  th a t a l l  th e  s to r ie s  
took th e  same approach -  th a t o f th e  B ritish  
Temp being the r e a l  hero, over h is  or her 
d im -w itted  European co u n te rp a rt, "Call in the 
UK ex p e rts  to  so lv e  th e  m ystery" rang  through 
a l l  the  s to r ie s  tak ing  p lace abroad. Was th is  * 
S tew art & Gaiman's b r ie f  to  the w r i te r s  ? Are

B ritis h  au th o rs  s e c re t ly  j in g o is t ic  even by 
P ourneIlian  s tan d ard s  ? I f a i l  to  see  why a l l  
the e x p e rts  had to  o rig in a te  from our sh o re s , 
in  fa c t , having someone fo re ig n  to  so lv e  our 
m y ste ries  would have provided a c o u n te r-p o in t.

Of th e  s to r ie s  them selves, the q u a lity  
and s to r y - l in e s  a l l  a t t r a c t ,  and prove good 
read ing . For me th e  h ig h lig h ts  were "S o rtile g e  
and S eren d ip ity "  by S tab lefo rd , pure fa rc e , 
Roz Kaveney's "T otally  Trashed", w itty  and 
com pletely  o ff  th e  wall, Liz H olliday 's "El 
Lobo Doradi is  Dead, is  Dead", poignant and 
moving, and Storm C onstan tine 's  "The Law of 
Being" is  w ell balanced and c re a tiv e . Not 
th a t th e  o th e rs  were any lower in s tan d ard , 
L angford 's  s le u th  in "If Looks Could K ill" 
works re a l ly  w ell, and our own Anne Gay's love 
o f th e  pun p rovides an e n te r ta in in g  sojo u rn . 
Remember Asimov's fa v o u rite  p ass-tim e  was 
w ritin g  th e  s to ry -p u n , Anne has the a b i l i ty  
but not yet th e  fame !

The whole book reeks of good copy, I 
wonder what th e  e d ito rs  had to  tu rn  down ! 
Well w orth read ing  fo r the d iffe r in g  p ersp ec­
tiv e s , w ith ju s t  th a t one re se rv a tio n  about 
th e  in h eren t jingoism .

A YEAR NEAR ALPHA CENTAURI by Michael M artin  
Corgi, 157 pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by Carol Morton.
This novel bears more than a p assin g  

resem blance to  P eter Mayle's A YEAR IN 
PROVENCE, even down to the cover, but th e  
s to ry  is  an ex ce llen t spoof.

A c re a tu re , a Conimunculi, and h is  w ife 
r e t i r e  to  liv e  on the p lanet Provender. I t  is  
a gastronom ic paradise , anything and ev e ry ­
th in g  th a t  liv e s  on the p lanet is  ed ib le , and 
d e lic io u s . In fac t, the more s e n tie n t  an 
anim al, p lan t or even liqu id , the more an 
e p ic u re 's  d e lig h t i t  is. That is  not to  say  
th e  p lan e t does not provide our couple w ith  
problem s. T heir house needs ex tend ing  and 
they  p ick  inep t b u ild ers  and plumbers. The 
G rebble, d e lic io u s  c rustacean s, over-spaw n in  
th e i r  lake and th e i r  p e ts  g e t ea ten , d e s p i te  
being coated  w ith  a d isg u s tin g  ta s t in g  sp ray . 
I t  i s  sa id  th a t i f  you su rv iv e  a y ea r on 
Provender w ithout being ea ten  you w il l 
probably  become a permanent f ix tu re . You do 
have to  be c a re fu l when wording your d in n e r 
p a rty  in v ita tio n s , if  you say you a re  cooking 
th is  could be taken e n tire ly  the wrong way !

As I sa id , a w onderful spoof, most 
e n te r ta in in g  and amusing. The i l lu s t r a t io n s  
a re  a hoot, e sp ec ia lly  the c lo th es  on th e  
washing line.



CHILD OF AN ANCIENT CITY
by Tad W illiam s & Nina K irik i Hoffman 

Legend, 80 pp, £7.99, "c" format
Reviewed by Carol Morton,

Set in  Baghdad, th is  novella has Ibn 
Fahad and M asrur al-A dan s i t t in g  round a 
d in ner ta b le  sp in n in g  yarns about th e i r  p ast 
when, in  th e i r  youth , they were caravan 
guard s. These two c lo se  fr ien d s  met when the 
Caliph o f Baghdad se n t a caravan to  the land 
o f th e  A rm enites, loaded w ith g i f t s  and ca rry ing  
an em issary  from th e  Caliph, I t  was w ell on 
i t s  way when i t  was a tta ck ed  by b an d its . 
Only a h an dfu l o f people surv ived , includ ing  
our s to r y t e l l e r s ,  and now they must make 
th e i r  way back on fo o t, with l i t t l e  in  th e  way 
o f weapons o r s u p p lie s .

They c a p tu re  a  young man, a n a tiv e  of 
th e se  p a r t s ,  in te n d in g  to  use him as a guide. 
He t e l l s  them, however, th a t they a re  in  the 
domain o f a vam pire, who w il l probably k i l l  
them a l l ,  u n le s s  th ey  keep i t  e n te r ta in e d  a t 
n ig h t w ith  s to r ie s .  They soon run low on 
s to r ie s  to  t e l l ,  so  th e  vampire o f fe rs  them a 
chance to  .escape i f  they t e l l  i t  th e  sad d est 
s to ry  o f a l l . . .

T his n o v e lla  draws on many sou rces, 
in c lud in g  th e  in -v o gu e vampire myth and 
Scheherazade's A rabian N ights s to r y - te l l in g . 
The artw ork , bo th  in s id e  and on the cover, is  
e x c e lle n t, but a t  alm ost £8,00 fo r only 80 
pages i t ' s  v a s t ly  o verp riced . This w ill put 
people o f f , which is  a p ity  because th e  s to ry  
d ese rv es  to  be read .

THE EINSTEIN INTERSECTION by Samuel R Delany 
G rafton , 155 pp, £3.99 p/b -

Reviewed by Chris Morgan.
Not ju s t  an o th e r re p r in t from a q u a rte r  

o f a ce n tu ry  ago, bu t an award-winning novel, 
re c ip ie n t o f th e  Nebula and a ru nner-up  for 
th e  Hugo, The EINSTEIN INTERSECTION deserv es  
more th an  a s h o r t review . I t  is  the b r ie fe s t  
o f a l l  N ebula-w inning novels and yet probably 
th e  d eep est and c le v e re s t.

On a  f a r - f u t u r e  E arth, ra d ia tio n  causes 
w idespread  p h y s ic a l and m ental d iffe re n c e s  in 
th e  rem nants o f  hum anity. There, people s t i l l  
b e liev e  in  myth, p lac in g  20 th  cen tury  f ig u re s  
lik e  th e  B ea tle s  and Jean Harlow a longside 
Orpheus, Phaedra and B illy  th e  Kid. Yet the 
background is  l i t t l e  more than  an extended 
m etaphor, en ab lin g  Delany to  examine (as he 
so  o f te n  h as) th e  d iffe re n c e  between 
s o c ie t ie s .  His h ero , Lobey, is  a young man 
used only to  a sim ple v illa g e  ex is tence . He 
needs to  become T heseus in  o rder to  d estro y

th e  M ino tau r-fig u re  th a t th re a te n s  the 
v illa g e , and he must then  become Orpheus, 
t r a v e l lin g  on a quest to  a g re a t c i ty  l i t t l e  
d if f e re n t  to  Hell in an a ttem p t to  recover 
F riza , h is  dead lady love -  o r a t  le a s t  to  
k i l l  her k ille r . At th e  same tim e Lobey is  
th e  ru ra l  black man who must take h is  
d iffe re n c e  to  th e  w h ite -c o n tro lle d  e s ta b l is h ­
ment and bring about change.

So Lobey tak es  music a s  a weapon (he 
c a r r ie s  a machete w ith a f l u t e  in i t s  handle) 
and d es tro y s  th e  symbols of sc ience and 
re lig io n  in the c i ty  so  th a t fre sh  change can 
occur, thus a s s e r t in g  th e  fre e  w ill of th e  
ind iv idual.

But don 't le t  the com plexity o f th e  sub­
te x t  put you o ff. This i s  an ex c itin g  and 
very  fast-m oving  s to ry , involving  lo ts  o f 
ac tio n , weird ch a ra c te rs , d ragons and even a 
g ia n t computer.

THE HAWK'S GREY FEATHER by P a tr ic ia  Kennealy 
G rafton, 448 pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by Carol Morton.
Ms Kennealy gave us THE TALES OF AERON 

and now goes fu r th e r  back in to  th e  K eltians ' 
p a s t to  t e l l  us o f A rthur and h is  s tru g g le  
ag a in s t the Druid theocracy.

The e v il  and pow erful Archdruid Edeyrn 
has s lau g h te red  n ea rly  a l l  o f th e  ro y a l lin e  
and has made h im self D ic ta to r o f th e  K eltian  
system . But th e re  is  a co u n ter-in su rg en cy . 
A rthur and h is  fo s te r  b ro th e r T a lies in , who 
n a rr a te s  th is  ta le , grow up as  re b e ls  a g a in s t 
Edeyrn, s e c re t ly  undergoing th e  outlaw ed Bardic, 
Druidic and Fian W arrior tra in in g  u n t i l  they 
become lead ers  among th e  re b e ls , A rthur 
manages by fo rce o f arms to  re g a in  the p lan et 
Gwynedd fo r the re b e ls , and p ub lic ly  proclaim s 
Uthyr as High King of th e  K elts, Now th e  
b a t t le  must move from Gwynedd to  Tara, the 
th rone world, and a b a t t le  w ith  Edeyrn h im self.

This is  a very d if f e re n t  trea tm en t of 
the A rthurian  legends, tr a n s f e r r e d  from E arth  
ac ro ss  space to  K eltia , P u r is ts  may not lik e  
th e i r  pet legends being messed about, but 
even they w ill have to  admit Ms Kennealy 
t e l l s  a grand yarn.

00000

Prospective reviewers are reminded 
that reviews should be between 300 
and 500 words long and must be 
received by the Reviews Editor 
within one month of accepting the 
book or handed to them at the 
following month's meeting.
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Tom Holt was born in 1961, and studied at Westminster School, Wadham College, Oxford and the College of Law. He produced his first book, POEMS BY TOM HOLT, at the ag& of thirteen, and was immediately hailed as an infant prodigy, to his horror. At Oxford, Holt discovered bar billiards and at once changed from poetry to comic fiction, beginning with two sequels to E.F. Benson’s LUCIA series, and continuing with his own distinctive brand of comic fantasy in EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER, WHO'S AFRAID OF BEOWULF? and FLYING DUTCH (Orbit, £4.50 each). This month sees the paperback publication of YE GODS! ("Being a Hero bothers Jason Derry. It's easy to get maladjusted when your mum's a suburban housewife and your dad's the Supreme Being. It can be a real drag, slaying fabulous monsters and retrieving golden fleeces from fire-spitting dragons... and then having to tidy your room before your mum'll let you watch Star Trek." Orbit, £4.99), and the release of the hardback edition of OVERTIME ("Guy Goodlet is a pilot in World War II. He is somewhat surprised when his dead co-pilot starts speaking to him as they are flying over Northern France.Before you can say 'Bomber Harris' Guy finds himself caught up in time travel, a search for Richard the LionHeart and a beautiful damsel..." Orbit, £14.99), as well as the the acclaimed comic fantasies EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER, WHO ’S AFRAID OF BEOWULF? and FLYING DUTCH (Orbit, £4.50 each).(Orbit, £4.99) and OVERTIME (Orbit, £14.99).
He has also written tw o historical novels set in the fifth century BC, the well-received GOATSONG and THE WALLED ORCHARD, and has collaborated with Steve Nallon on I, MARGARET, the (unauthorised) autobiography of Margaret Thatcher.
"Thinner and more cheerful than in his youth, Tom Holt is now married, and lives in Somerset." (Much of the above information was cribbed from the flyleaf of the Orbit hardback edition of FLYING DUTCH, £12.95. For further details of Tom Holt's work see the Book Reviews in this newsletter.)
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